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PREFACE 

TO THE FOURTH VOLUME. 



The conductors of a well-ordered periodical publication have naturally to exert a constant 
attention to secure an ever onward course for their paper ; but it is especially on the completion 
of a volume that a sort of stock-taking of their position may be taken with advantage. The 
retrospect of the Musical Times now extends to eight years ; and during that long period we are 
not aware of having made a single enemy, or intentionally given pain to any individual ; and, on 
the contrary, we have received numerous assurances of hearty good-will. 

We gather from the steady increase in our monthly sale, that we continue to give satisfaction 
to our enlarging circle of friends. The number sold of the last few Numbers has exceeded 7,000 
copies — thus forming an unparalleled intercommunication amongst musical people. From our 
well-filled advertising columns, buyers see what new works are publishing; because sellers, 
knowing to how many eyes they address their announcements, take care there to make known 
their novelties : The amateur in search of a scarce book, will generally find his "want" has been 
noted by some one, who has what he asks for : Cathedrals, in want of singers, find abundant 
response from candidates amongst our readers : The description of an organ, whether it he one 
for sale, or such a one as it is desired to purchase, rarely has to be repeated. We may fairly say 
it is the completest list of Musical Wants addressed to the largest number of Musical Wanters. 

We have steadily borne in mind the main object of our work ; viz., to provide concerted 
Vocal Music for large classes of singers, at a small cost. We gladly take this occasion to thank 
correspondents for suggesting various popular music for the Musical Times, thus giving us the 
advantage of their practical knowledge of what is adapted to the wants of large classes. Copy- 
right has sometimes prevented the adoption of their proposal, but in all cases such communications 
are received by us with gratitude. 

Those readers who remember the 4 pages to which each early number was confined, will be 
aware how we have requited the increasing encouragement of our supporters, by enlargement to 
8, 12, and 16 pages, preserving the original price of three-half-pence, whilst quadrupling the 
quantity ; and we trust we may claim, that " quality" has kept pace with quantity. 

These items of success show, indeed, a very pretty balance-sheet at this our stock-taking; 
and we trust, therefore, to be again elected to an increasing measure of our kind readers' approval 
during the ninth year of our existence, on which we enter with the full intention still farther to 
deserve their favor. 
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